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Peaceful protesters meet at Country Store 


By Peter Spotts 


Two groups of peaceful 
protestors verbally clashed 
outside the Huntington 
Country Store around noon 
on Sunday, Aug. 30, over the 
controversial use of “China 
coronavirus” in the store 





owners’ postings notifying 
customers of hours of opera- 
tion and safety guidelines. 
The initial protest was 
organized in the week lead- 
ing up to Sunday, and was 
led by organizers Ali Wicks- 
Lim, Vira Douangmany 
Cage, and Caroline Murray, 


who tapped into concerned 
residents from around the 
area who wanted to protest 
rhetoric they feel is hateful, 
racist, and encourages vio- 
lence against Asians and 
Asian Americans. 

They organized the pro- 
test, they said, after their 


failed attempts to speak 
to store owners Randy and 
Becky Butler individual- 
ly. Wicks-Lim cited a CBS 
report from July 2, which 
reported there have been 
more than 2,100 anti-Asian 


Two groups of protestors gathered at the Huntington Country Store on Sunday, Aug. 30; one group voiced concerns over hate speech 


used on store posting about COVID-19 while the others supported the store owners and the right to free speech. 


Submitted Photos 
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Council on Aging Coordinator Shelley Rice welcomes attendees 


to the Golden Cane ceremony for Ted Claydon on Aug. 26. resident. CANE, page 8 
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Oldest resident honored with Golden Cane 


By Shelby Macri 


Ted Claydon has spent 
55 of his 98 years on earth 
in the peaceful hills of 
Worthington and was hon- 
ored with the Golden Cane, 
presented by the Worthington 
Council on Aging, on 
Wednesday, Aug. 26. 

The ceremony was 
held at Claydon’s residence, 
where there was plenty of 
space for friends and family 
to stay six feet apart during 
the festivities in the spacious 
backyard on a sunny after- 
noon. 

“We’re awarding the 
cane to the oldest member 
of our tribe, as I like to say,” 
COA Coordinator Shelley 
Rice said. 

Selectboard member 
Steve Smith attended the 
ceremony and presented 
Claydon with the ceremonial 
cane. Smith said the tradition 
of the Golden Cane originat- 
ed in 1913 when the Boston 
Post newspaper issued 700 
canes across towns and cit- 
ies in New England in cele- 
bration of each area’s oldest 


Typically, residents are 
given a cane that is handed 
down from citizen to citizen, 
but Rice brought up the idea 
of giving Claydon his own 
cane. The COA was able to 
save enough money to get a 
replica of the original golden 
cane, with Claydon’s name 
engraved on the handle. 

“We decided to give 
Claydon his own cane, so 
that his family can keep it 
rather than giving it back to 
the town,” Rice said. “We 
wanted to give him this as 
a way to keep his legacy 
going.” 

The Town also has a 
replica of the Golden Cane 
in Town Hall to preserve the 
history of the celebration. 

When awarding Claydon 
with the cane, Smith told 
a story about his youth; he 
remembers visiting the 
Corner Store as a kid and 
seeing Claydon there, always 
telling the history of the 
town. 

“On behalf of the 
Selectboard, I want to 
express the Town’s appreci- 
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HAMPSHIRE 


Sports approved 
by committee 


By Peter Spotts 


The Hampshire Regional School 
District voted to approve fall sports for 
this season following its second week 
debating the topic at its meeting on 
Monday, Aug. 31. 

Director of Student activities John 
Plourd recommended the committee 
move forward with approvals as he 
can’t do much to try and prepare for 
what sports will look like and gauge 
interest without it. He said many of 
the local area schools are still debating 
the topic and there’s an atmosphere 
of schools waiting to see what other 


SPORTS, page / 


GATEWAY 


Schoo! Committee 
approves athletics 


By Peter Spotts 


The Gateway Regional School 
Committee unanimously voted to 
allow boys and girls cross country and 
soccer to compete in their sports this 
fall on Wednesday, Aug. 26, following 
a lengthy discussion of the possible 
risks. 

Senior Brian Forgue, represent- 
ing the students at the meeting, told 
the committee they all know and 
understand the unprecedented time 
and there will have to be changes 


ATHLETICS, page 7 


WILLIAMSBURG 


Board discusses 
voting safety 


By Peter Spotts 


Safety for the voters and town 
workers processing the ballots are on 
the mind of the Board of Selectmen, as 
they consider where voting should take 
place for the presidential Election in 
November. 

Town Administrator Charlene 
Nardi raised the concern with the cur- 
rent state of the Town Offices during 
the Selectboard meeting on Aug. 27. 
Town Clerk Brenda Lessard has been 


VOTING, page 10 
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Blais meets with residents virtually to discuss concerns 


By Peter Spotts 


Ist Franklin District Rep. Natalie 
Blais, D-Sunderland, spent part of her 
Saturday afternoon, on Aug. 29, meeting 
with residents from the district including 
Cummington, Plainfield, Williamsburg, 
and Worthington to discuss local and 
regional issues and what progress 1s 
being made in the legislature. 

Blais fielded questions related to 
Commonwealth residents who haven’t 
received the first federal stimulus check 
for COVID-19 relief. 

“What would you suggest people do 
when they haven’t received their stimulus 
check?” asked Pat Keith of Cummington. 
“1’m more concerned about some more 
economically challenged folks that really 
need it.” 

Blais said it’s a federal issue so the 
state legislators can’t help directly, but 
her office can put constituents in contact 
with the proper parties to receive assis- 
tance. Anyone who has not received their 
stimulus check should contact her office 
or Congressman Richard Neal’s office. 

“We just want to make sure you get 
help as quickly as possible,’ Blais said. 

As for the state of the budget head- 
ing into the fall, Blais told about 20 res- 
idents in the Zoom call the budget was 


Hilltown Community Ambu 


Hilltown Community Ambulance 
Association closed on the purchase of the 
building and lot located at 1 Bromley Road 
in Huntington this week. 

The property, previously owned by the 
Town of Huntington, had been rented by 
HCAA and has served as the EMS agen- 
cy’s base of operations for over a decade. 

“The Town purchased the building 
when the former owners were ready to 
sell it, and HCAA wasn’t ready to pur- 
chase real estate yet,’ said HCAA Service 
Director Angela Mulkerin. “They have 
been our landlords for the last four years, 
and now that we own the property we are 


approved to last through October, in the 
hopes federal assistance would be clearer 
by that time. She said it’s unlikely that 
clarity will come through by the end of 
September. 

“We thought by now we’d have a 
good sense of what sort of assistance 
we'd be receiving from the federal 
level...we have not received that guid- 
ance,” she explained. “Despite the fact 
we don’t know what’s happening past 
October, they have put out a statement 
they’re committed to level funding 
through the rest of the fiscal year.” 

The East-West Rail proposal to 
expand rail in Western Mass. also came 
up as a discussion topic. Blais said she’s 
excited about the interest rail is generat- 
ing across the state. Not only the steam 
gathered by the East-West Rail project, 
but she said there’s also a proposal to 
look at adding rail along the Route 2 
corridor. 

“We haven’t seen this sort of inter- 
est in rail...in the region for a very long 
time,” she said. “I think the time has 
come for us to look at our rail network 
in Western Massachusetts and make sure 
the Secretary of Transportation looks at 
this is a priority.” 

Blais opened the proceedings dis- 
cussing her initial experiences in her first 





excited to get to work to make it perfect 
for the needs of our communities and ser- 
vice.” 

The two bay garage and lot was 
sold by the Town through a bid process; 
HCAA’s bid on the property for $50,000 
was selected. 

“We were able to raise almost the 
entire cost of the purchase through dona- 
tions that came in with our subscription 
program this year, which made this our 
highest grossing year ever for this pro- 
gram,’ Mulkerin said. 

The non-profit EMS agency had to 
cancel several fundraisers this year due to 


year representing the district and said 
she’s been surprised by the support she’s 
received when trying to raise attention for 
the key issues in the rural communities of 
Western Mass. 

“Tt was incredible to be supported by 
the legislators who were in office already. 
It was great to receive the phone calls and 
emails and talk to people in the hallways 
about the Ist Franklin District. They 
were all willing to listen,” Blais said. “I 
brought up the fact we still don’t have 
broadband. There seems to be a growing 
recognition of the fact rural communities 
struggle in ways that differ from urban 
communities and I’m grateful to people 
for listening.” 

Blais did say part of the learning 
process has been accepting the speed at 
which the legislative process moves is not 
always as fast as she would like it to be. 

“It’s frustrating to be there now 
as a legislator and for things to take so 
long to move through the process,” she 
explained. “I feel the urgency on things 
that are impacting our rural communities 
— climate change, transportation, eco- 
nomic development, housing affordabili- 
ty —so I want to move things as quickly 
as possible, but the house is a body of 
160 people and it takes time to come to 
consensus.” 


the COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions 
on gatherings in Massachusetts. 

“We are grateful for all the donations 
that we received and we are graciously 
accepting continued donations for the 
improvements that will be made to the 
building,” said HCAA Assistant Director 
Loretta Stober. 

The organization plans to do work on 
the existing structure to meet the immedi- 
ate safety needs of the providers who oper- 
ate out of the building, and also has begun 
working with an architect and contractor in 
order to plan an expansion. 

“The expansion will include some 


WESTHAMPTON 


Blais was asked by district residents 
about the status of several bills. Ellen 
Kaufman asked about any updates on the 
bill for driving families forward. 

“This is about people who qualify, 
event though they’re not documented, 
giving them a right to take the test and 
have a legal driver’s license,’ Kaufman 
said. “People need this so they can get 
to work. In the meantime, they’re getting 
stopped by police and deported if they 
don’t have a driver’s license.” 

Blais said she knows the legislation 
is still being worked on and has offered 
her full support in helping move it for- 
ward. Kaufman suggested seeing if insur- 
ance companies would be willing to back 
the bill and Blais said she would look 
into the additional support avenue. 

Blais was also asked by Plainfield’s 
Jack Nelson about what is being done to 
preserve the forests across the state, par- 
ticularly in Western Mass. 

“It seems to me the state is doing a 
lot of things that aren’t particularly wise 
consider the climate crisis. We need to 
protect the intact forests,’ Nelson said. 

The discussion lasted for about 90 
minutes. Blais can be reached for ques- 
tions or requests for information regard- 
ing issues at 413-362-9453 or Natalie. 
Blais @ mahouse. gov. 


ance Association officially purchases building 


basic needs that we haven’t been able 
to address in our current situation,’ said 
HCAA Board President Mary Ann Pease. 
‘Primarily, separate bedrooms and showers 
to accommodate any need for decontam- 
ination after a call. Additionally, the new 
portion of the building will have an area to 
be used for training so that we can contin- 
ue to bring EMS education and workforce 
development classes to the Hilltowns.” 

To donate to HCAA, checks made 
payable to the organization can be 
addressed to Hilltown Community 
Ambulance Association at PO Box 351, 
Huntington, MA 01050. 





oelectboard seeks assistance for COVID-19 grant 


By Shelby Macri 


WESTHAMPTON — The 
Selectboard held another virtual meeting 
on Monday, Aug. 31, to discuss COVID- 
19 actions with Eric Weiss of the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission. 

Chairman Philip Dowling 
explained the town has applied for CARES 
funding and have been trying to apply 
to grants that will help with COVID-19 
related costs. Additionally, he was recently 
made aware that CARES cover expens- 
es the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency doesn’t cover, and the town will 
need to apply to FEMA to receive the 
CARES grant. Dowling said they have a 
list of the costs FEMA will or will not 
cover, and that applications for both fund- 
ing options will need to be done. 

The town has a coordinator for the 
grants and their applications, but they need 
extra assistance in communicating with 
the organizations in charge of the fund- 
ing. The board asked Weiss if they’d be 


able to receive help from the PVPC with 
assistance in COVID-19 Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act Funding applica- 
tions. Weiss spoke with the Chair of the 
Board of Health, Thomas Martin, during 
the meeting, where the two discussed 
the funding that is in process or has been 
received. Martin explained to Weiss the 
Board of Health was told the funding 
would be received in three steps; the sec- 
ond step being where the funds are distrib- 
uted to towns through health districts. 

“We’re asking the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission if they can help us 
take a step back and keep us on track,” 
Dowling said. “To act as a conduit of infor- 
mation with those in charge of the grants 
and us.” 

The towns will only receive the 
CARES funding if they additionally 
apply for the FEMA and Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency fund- 
ing, which they need guidance to cor- 
rectly apply. Emergency Manager Todd 
Alexander spoke with Weiss about 


the MEMA application as Alexander is 
involved with the MEMA. The town is 
trying to take the application processes one 
step at a time, though the board feels scat- 
tered without someone helping to organize 
them. 

“We’re worried about missing out 
on something that could help us, we need 
someone to help coordinate,’ Dowling said. 

Weiss said he has to take the infor- 
mation he’s gathered and go back to his 
team at PVPC, though he believes his staff 
members can help the town with step-by- 
step help and will be in contact with the 
Selectboard. 

The board officially appointed Bill 
Jablonski as the Highway Superintendent. 
He was the interim Superintendent during 
his six-month probationary period. The 
board also appointed Patty Cotton as the 
Assistant Clerk until the end of this year, 
to help Town Clerk Cheryl Provost. The 
Board also approved the Tax Collector job 
description and discussed posting the job 
for applicants. 


Voters support 
Alex Morse 


WESTHAMPTON — Town 
voters threw their support behind 
Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse in 
his bid to unseat incumbent Rep. 
Richard Neal, but it wasn’t enough 
on election night. 

Morse received 333 votes to 
Neal’s 234 votes, but Neal won the 
nomination overall when the night 
was finished. 

In the U.S. Senate primary 
race, Sen. Edward Markey defeat- 
ed challenger Joseph Kennedy 354 
to 209. In the Republican race, 
Kevin O’Connor defeated Shiva 
Ayyadurai 44 to 36. He will face 
Markey on Nov. 3. 
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Town caucus convenes Sept. 16 


PLAINFIELD — A town caucus is 
scheduled for September 16 at 6 p.m. at 
the Alden Pavilion behind the Plainfield 
Library. The caucus will select candidates 
for the open Selectboard seat due to the 
resignation of Howard Bronstein. 

The ballot for this local elec- 
tion will be included in the Nov. 3 
Presidential Election. If someone 
requested mail-in ballots for this elec- 
tion, the local ballot will be included 


with the ballots being mail. 

If someone chooses early voting, or 
chooses to vote on Nov. 3, the local ballot 
will be presented at the time of voting. 
To avoid crowds on Nov. 3, voters are 
encouraged to use early voting, available 
at Town Hall the week before the election. 

Those nominated at the caucus need 
10 percent of the votes of registered voters 
present at the caucus to be placed on the 
local ballot. 
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NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church of 
Huntington reminds everyone that even 
though our physical doors are closed until 
further notice, we are most definitely 
open for worship, praise, ministry and 
fellowship. We are an Open and Affirming 
Church and we invite and welcome every- 
one - seekers, believers, and wonderers 
alike, on their journey of faith, to join in 
10 a.m. Zoom Sunday worship. We are 
also meeting for Friday Zoom Fellowship 
Time and the pastor is always available to 
speak with you. If you do not receive our 
emails and would like to connect with our 
Zoom worship service or fellowship time, 
please contact Pastor Carol at firstchur- 
chofhuntington @ gmail.com to receive the 
information you will need to participate. 

This week’s reading, from Exodus 
12:1-14, continues the story of Moses. 
This reading invites us into a story that 
opens on the threshold of a new begin- 
ning and offers a new hope; a story that 


PROTESTERS 


American hate incidents in the country 
between March and June of this year. 

The Butlers, posting on their store 
website, felt the attempts to remove 
“China Coronavirus” from their postings 
was an attack on their First Amendment 
right to free speech, and their use of the 
term is bringing awareness to actions 
of the Chinese government during the 
initial outbreak of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

The protestors felt they had to stage 
a protest when the Butlers allegedly 
would not meet with them.“When they 
were completely unwilling to talk to us, 
we realized we’d have to find a different 
way to address the issue,’ Wicks-Lim 
said. “If you look at the timeline of when 
Trump and his Administration repeatedly 
started using the words ‘China Virus’ 
and using the words ‘Kung Flu’...that’s 
when the violence escalated. The reali- 
ty is there is a significant violence rise 
against Asians.” 

“Our communities are all inter- 
twined,” she said. “The reality is that 
messaging like that in Huntington car- 
ries over to other places surrounding 
Huntington. We care about the people 
who live there, the people who are trav- 
elling through. We don’t want anyone 
to be attacked, harassed, or assaulted 
because of who they are.” 


Protest against Chinese government 

The Butlers saw it very different- 
ly. “We are a team and if any one of 
us gets the coronavirus the business is 
highly likely to fall. Being forced to 
deal with an anti-first amendment group 
doesn’t help,” stated the Butlers in their 
online rebuttal. “This group is trying 
to stop our little protest against the 
China Communist Government. China 
is a location on map where the China 
Communist Regime is found. The China 
Communist Regime is the one that 
suppressed the information about the 
virus and deprived the world of a better 
response to the virus.” 

As protestors began organizing 


reaches into our lives and re-members and 
reconnects us to community. We will be 
celebrating The Lord’s Supper as we share 
in Communion this morning. 

Just a reminder the deadline for The 
Community Birthday Calendar is fast 
approaching. If someone would like to 
add a birthday listing and have not yet 
done so, please call Nancy Kaminski at 
413-667-0290 or project chairperson Lori 
Belhumeur at 413-667-3169. 

We wish everyone God’s peace. Our 
prayers for health and wellbeing are with 
you and all the world during this time 
of pandemic. Please use the phone num- 
bers and email address provided to stay 
in touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, information 
and spiritual encouragement. For more 
information, please contact 413-667-3935 
or 860-798-7771 or firstchurchofhunting- 
ton @ gmail.com. 


online, a counter-protest formed among 
local residents wanting to show sup- 
port for the store owners and freedom 
of speech. The groups clashed online 
initially, which motivated some hilltown 
residents, like Judy Wombwell, to join 
the protests. 

“Immediately when I saw the type 
of comments that were coming on 
Facebook, I was going to get involved,’ 
Wombwell said. “I found the comments 
extremely disturbing. I was aware a lot 
of hate is posted on Facebook, but it’s 
the first time I really saw threats, outra- 
geous racism, homophobia, just rampant 
remarks.” 


Denied entry 

The Butlers held a Freedom of 
Speech Sunday event, featuring dis- 
counted ice cream. The protestors 
planned to deliver a letter explaining 
their position on why “China corona- 
virus” is hurtful rhetoric while buying 
ice cream, but were denied entry to the 
store. Huntington Police Chief Robert 
Garriepy said the department had three 
officers on location and a verbal request 
was made to not allow the protestors into 
the store, which is allowed as it is private 
property. 

“It was verbally expressed by the 
store owner that he did not want the pro- 
testors on his property. He had expressed 
that to us prior,’ Garriepy said. 

The protestors, a crowd of about 
30 people, took up positions along the 
sidewalks outside the parking lot while 
dozens of people supporting the Butlers 
came and went throughout the day offer- 
ing words of support to the owners, 
while some exchanged loud verbal mes- 
sages with the protestors. 

“IT saw a lot of support for local 
business and a lot of support for freedom 
and for our First Amendment. I heard a 
lot were here to protest the protesters,” 
Becky Butler said. “There were a lot of 
people coming and going all day long. 
There were seriously hundreds coming 
and going. It was quite an incredible 
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CHESTER 








rock ruins found along Kinnebrook Road. 


The First Congregational Church 
of Chester invites you to join us for 
worship this Sunday at 9:15 a.m. We 
gather in the parking lot. You may bring 
a lawn chair and sit on the lawn, or sit 
in your car and listen on your car radio. 





ROCK REMAINS 


The Hilltown Hikers explored Kinnebrook Road in North Chester. Debbie Daniels explores 


Submitted photo 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


We will have communion, so bring 
your own bread and juice. 

The Scripture for the week is 
Romans 13:8-14 and Matthew 18:15- 
20. All are welcome. We are an open 
and affirming Congregation. 
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community support.” 

Garriepy said he felt it was import- 
ant to have officers on site to make sure 
things remained peaceful and also ensure 
the protestors were safe from motorists 
passing through Route 112, which is 
right against the sidewalks where they 
assembled. He said it was “very peace- 
ful,” with interactions not escalating 
beyond shouting and yelling. He made 
the intention of the officers’ presence 
clear to the Board of Selectmen in an 
email preceding the event. 

“Our agency completely embraces 
people to express their first amendment 
right of freedom of speech. However, 
this will be done in orderly fashion as 
to not violate laws or other personal lib- 
erties,’ Garriepy wrote. “I am hoping, 
as well as you are, for a peaceful and 
orderly expressions of opinions by both 
sides, but will not allow violence or a 
destruction of property.” 


Police, protestors commended 

In a response to a Facebook post 
made by Sen. Adam Hinds, D-Pittsfield, 
following the protest, Huntington 
Selectboard Chairman Ed Renauld com- 
mended the department and the hill- 
towns people who came out for exercis- 
ing their rights to voice their opinions. 

“A group of hilltown residents of 
differing ideologies and political views 
came together to protect a small busi- 
ness owner’s First Amendment right,” 
Renauld wrote. “Whether they agreed 
with his use of a controversial term or 
not, they came to defend him. I think 
what happened in Huntington today 
should be lauded. Kudos also go to the 
Huntington Police Department and Chief 
Garriepy, who in just three days put 
together and executed a flawless incident 
action plan to protect protesters on both 
sides. What happened in Huntington 
today was as American as apple pie.” 

Wicks-Lim said the protestors have 
no issue with First Amendment rights, 
but argue having the right to say some- 
thing doesn’t justify using speech that is 


from page I 


hateful or violent. 

“We simply believe just because you 
can say something hateful and violent, 
doesn’t mean you have to,” she said. 
“What we did yesterday is really about 
exposing an injustice. Injustice and hate 
thrive when you can’t see it and can’t 
talk about it. What we did yesterday 
makes it harder not to see it and harder 
not to talk about it.” 

“A lot of people just started chant- 
ing ‘China! China! China!’ in a very 
aggressive, derogatory way,’ Wombwell 
said. “It just exacerbated the point this 
is xenophobia. They have a beef against 
China, and they aren’t going to back 
down. The way that was thrown out as if 
it was a slur, that’s the way it sounded.” 

Several protestors were unhappy by 
some remarks made toward their group 
being targeted at people’s race or the 
implications they were from cities and 
didn’t care or understand the hilltowns. 

“She [A woman] was so upset they 
were yelling ‘go back to the city’...she 
started saying ‘I live on a dirt road so 
far off the highway. I am a hilltown per- 
son,” recalled Wombwell. “I love the 
hilltowns. I live here because I want to 
support independent business owners, I 
want to buy food that’s grown locally, 
all the sorts of reasons people say they 
like this store, but I can’t support racist 
language. The very quick association 
with ‘we’re in the hilltowns so you don’t 
respect our values,’ I was offended by 
that, as someone who lives in the hill- 
towns.” 

The Butlers posted a thank you mes- 
sage for all their supporters who came 
out on Sunday following the protests. 

“Local people from all around 
came to protest the protest against free 
speech. We weren’t quite sure what the 
day would be like, but it was incredible 
seeing all the local support,’ they wrote. 
“There were lots of different ideas and 
lots of different opinions as lots of dif- 
ferent people all came together in a unit- 
ed front. Thank you to everyone for 
keeping it peaceful, clean and safe.” 
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In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


ast week, I had to 
stop on two dif- 
ferent occasions 


to let wild turkey hens 
and their polts cross the 
road. Both times the 
turkeys included several 
hens with their broods. 

There was a time 
when wild turkeys no longer existed in the 
state. A reintroduction of these native birds 
proved successful. Now, people see wild tur- 
keys on a regular basis. 

The wild turkey is easily identified by 
its turkey shape and large size, 36 to 49 
inches. Its body is brown and iridescent. The 
head is naked. The male or Tom is larger 
and more iridescent than the female. The 
male also has a beard, a tuft of hair like 
feathers on its breast. The female usually 
lacks the beard, but there are some bearded 
hens. 

Wild turkeys inhabit open forest, forest 
edges and wooded swamps. They feed on 
the ground eating nuts, acorns and seeds. 
They also eat grains, vegetation, insects, 
frogs and lizards. 

The hen turkey lays six to 20 eggs with 
buff marks placed in a nest placed in a natu- 
ral or scraped depression on the ground. The 
hen lines the nest with leaves and grasses. 
The females raise the young. 

Wild turkeys make gobbling, yelping 
and clucking noises. In courtship, the male 
struts and gobbles with its tail feathers 
fanned. The female responds with a yelping 
call. Males may mate with many females 
during the breeding season. 





Bear with two cubs 

Last week, about two hours before I 
saw a flock of hens and their polts, I saw 
a black bear female with two cubs cross in 
about the same area of the road. I was glad 
to be in my car and not walking along the 
road. There were two cars behind me. One 
car pulled off the road on the side the trio 
entered a wooded area. The driver most like- 
ly hoped to see them again as they walked in 
the woods. 

A talked to a resident of the area and 
She said she has seen two females each with 
two cubs. 


Cardinal in the sun 
Last week, a male cardinal landed on a 
fallen hemlock in my backyard. He perched 
on a branch in full sunlight. His red feathers 
and black marks on the face stood out in the 
sunlight. 


Great blue heron 
I still see a great blue heron at Long 
Pond in Rutland. He is either near shore or 
wading in a shallow part of the pond farther 
from shore. 


Hummingbirds 

The ruby-throated hummingbirds are 
still here. They visit my nectar feeders fre- 
quently. I continue to clean and fill the two 
feeders every other day. I recently purchased 
a top filling nectar feeder. It is so much eas- 
ier to clean than the other feeder that I have. 

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at exten- 
sion 100 or emailing mybackyard88& @ aol. 
com or edowner®@turley.com. 


Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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Tomato preservation at its finest 


have been harvesting tomatoes with a wooden spoon to remove 
IN THE 

as needed for the last three or GARDEN any air. Wipe the rim clean and 

four weeks. I'll run out to the then outfit the jar with a lid and 


garden when I want to make an 
omelet or add some to my din- 
nertime salad. Typically, Pll do a 
big harvest just once a week and 
go crazy preserving them in what- 
ever way I feel inclined to. This 
past week I realized that once a 
week was not enough to keep up. 
This is a good problem to have, 
right? Here are some of my favor- 
ite methods of preserving an abundance of 
tomatoes. 

For many years I froze tomatoes whole 
and it worked out great. If you’ve never tried 
it, simply hull the fruits, put them on a cook- 
ie sheet until they have frozen, then place 
them in freezer bags. During the offseason 
you can take out as many as you need for 
use in juice, stews or even salsas and sauces. 
Once the tomatoes thaw, the skin slips off 
fairly easily. It is easy to do this, for sure, but 
if your freezer space is premium, you may 
want to split the harvest by trying your hand 
at canning. 

First, can the juice. Simply hull the 
fruit first, then whip it up in a high powered 
blender to liquefy it. Pour it into clean quart- 
sized jars, fitted with a new lid and a band. 
Place the jars into a pre-warmed water bath 
canner and process for 45 minutes of boiling 
time. Make sure that the water covers the jars 
by an inch or two. This winter you can either 
drink the juice or boil it down further for use 
in sauce. 

We also can cut tomatoes. First, scald 
the tomatoes in boiling water until the skins 
crack a bit. Remove them from the water and 
allow to cool. Once they do, the skin slip off 
rather easily. Cut them to fill the canning jar, 
and then press down on the fruit in the jar 
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band and set in the water bath 
for the same 45 minutes of boil- 
ing time. Once removed from the 
water the jars will cool and you 
will hear the pop of the seals; a 
symphony when you are doing 
many jars at a time. 

Tomatoes can also be roast- 
ed. Place quartered tomatoes 
along with onions, peppers and 
garlic in the oven in a shallow roasting pan at 
400 degrees, stirring every half hour, allow- 
ing the flavors to meld together. Once cook- 
ing is complete and most of moisture has 
evaporated, place the tasty mixture in plastic 
bags laid flat in the freezer. They can be eas- 
ily stacked and stored, then used as a topping 
for pasta or pizza crust. Yum! 

Many years ago I sun-dried tomatoes in 
the hot greenhouse at Old Sturbridge Village. 
I had plastic racks left from a dehydrator that 
never worked quite right. On these racks I 
placed cut up cherry tomatoes and let them 
“bake” on the shelves for two or three days 
in the heat. I stored these little bursts of fla- 
vor in a bag in the freezer so they wouldn’t 
mold, simply taking out what I needed for 
pizza toppings etc. 

Maybe this column will be the inspi- 
ration to help you tackle your own tomato 
harvest. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 
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News, photo publication policy 


As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. While we 
try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever space allows, 
space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. Our policy is to 
limit publication of upcoming events to one article in advance of the event and, ™ 
space permitting, a second brief reminder article the week prior to an event, and 
to run those articles in only one section of the paper, and not in multiple sections 


simultaneously. 


All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space 
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. Whenever 
copy for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take priority, and public 
service copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve the right to edit for style 
and space, and are under no obligation to print lists of sponsorships, or articles that 

»§ arrive after deadline, unless time and space allows. 
Deadline is Monday at NOON, on holidays it is Friday at 2 p.m. 
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By Deborah Daniels 


ould you cut the buttons off 
your clothes, about to be cast 
away to reuse? Frugal yan- 


kees most certainly did do this. Alfred 
P. Critchlow (1813-1881) changed all 
of that. He made vegetable ivory but- 
tons in an old woolen mill in Leeds, 
MA. in 1858. His buttons were made 
of tagua nuts, the seed of a South 
American palm tree. He imported 600- 
700 tons per year of tagua, which is 
called corozo when made into buttons. 
These nuts are very hard and dense, 
requiring considerable labor to fash- 
ion a button from. The factory workers 
lathed, carved, etched, dyed, and dried 
this inner part of the palm seed into a 
button. By the 1870s, the factory turned 
out 90,000 buttons per day. Critchlow 
employed 175 people in his mill. How 
much was the price of a button then? 
I do know the price of a tagua button 
today is $7 per button at Northampton 
Wools as shown in the photo. You bet 
you will cut this button off to recycle. 

Critchlow sold his mill to his son in 
law and turned his attention to making 
plastic. He made what was known as 
the “Florence compound” depending 
on which source you read, it was wood 
fiber, shellac and lampblack or shellac 
and gutta percha (latex based resin). 
It was a molding compound that was 
the basis for the plastic molding indus- 
try that thrived in Florence, ultimately 
becoming the Prophylactic toothbrush 
company years later. He also invented 
a picture case for holding daguerreo- 
types. These became popular with sol- 
diers going off to fight in the Civil War 
to give to their loved ones to be remem- 
bered by. He had a Midas touch. 

Critchlow employed fugitive slaves 
to work in his factory. He was known as 
a sympathizer for the abolitionist cause 
and helped to protect slaves from cap- 
ture by Southern owners. Florence was 
a known safe haven for the underground 
railroad workers and “fugitive pas- 
sengers.” So, all was not about money 
making, or was it? 

He also invested in and was on the 
Board of the Williamsburg Reservoir 
Company, one of 11 manufactur- 
ers who were interested in damming 
the Mill River to provide more power 
to the factories along the river. The 
Reservoir Company rejected the dam 
plan proposed by civil engineers as 


By Lee H. Hamilton 


e are a nation adrift. Even 
before the pandemic and 
George Floyd’s death, the U.S. 


was piling on problems with little sense 
that we had either the leadership or the 
political will to address them. The coro- 
navirus and Black Lives Matter protests 
have amplified those challenges, throw- 
ing older ones into stark relief and add- 
ing new ones. 

I am as convinced as ever that this 
country has the strength and ingenuity to 
find its way out. I don’t know about you, 
but I see rising out of the multiple crises 
besetting us a bedrock recognition that 
there is much work to do, which requires 
a new willingness to overcome the iner- 
tia of recent years. 

Not that this will be easy: the scale 
of our problems is too immense to 
resolve them outright. The stark inequi- 
ties in economic opportunity, policing, 
and criminal justice that have sparked 
ongoing protests are too deep-seated for 
quick fixes—though, hearteningly, there 
seems to be a widespread conviction 
among ordinary Americans that change 
is due. The economy in recent years 


HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Functional Fasteners 


Alfred Critchlow made tagua buttons out of 
a mill in Leeds. 
Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 


too costly. They went with a cheap- 
er plan that maximized water storage. 
Unfortunately, due to “faulty design, 
chiseling contractors, unsuitable mate- 
rial, shoddy workmanship and a lack 
of oversight,” the dam leaked almost 
from the time it was finished in 1866 
and over the next eight years. It was 
an earthen dam, 600 feet long and 43 
feet high holding a 100-acre reser- 
voir, containing 600 million gallons 
of water, that blew May 16, 1874, a 
Saturday at 7a.m. It wiped out four 
towns — Skinnerville, Haydenville, 
Williamsburg and Leeds, leaving 
740 people homeless and 139 people 
dead. The flood was described as a 20 
to 40-foot-high wall of water carry- 
ing with it roofs, boulders, livestock, 
timbers, furniture, factories and peo- 
ple. The button factory was gone, as 
was the silk thread mill, woolen cloth 
mill, brass goods, grinding wheel and 
tobacco factories. It was a nationwide 
calamity that stimulated the state of 
Massachusetts to enact laws to over- 
see dam construction and inspired 
Americans to open their purses to 
donate $100,000 for the victims, many 
of whom were immigrants. It was 
believed that the mill owners and con- 
struction engineers were responsible, 
but no one was held accountable for the 
disaster. 

The button factory was rebuilt. 


Tagua buttons. 
Photo courtesy of the Florence Historical Society 





Today’s tagua button. 
Courtesy of Northampton Wools Shop 





Bill Packard’s yard on South Main Street in Haydenville has many pieces using repurposed 
debris from the Mill River. 


The state government loaned money 
for repairs and all but Skinnerville was 
restored. So, you know the dam site is 
now a hiking trail, with excellent signs 
telling the story, located in the woods 
north of Williamsburg. It is closed right 
now due to COVID-19. The Mill River 
in Haydenville and Leeds has historic 
signs and poignant markers that vivid- 
ly bring home this local history. Visit 
historical sites so we can learn to create 
good history for our kids to see. 


We're all in this together 


has done just fine for a relatively small 
group of people at the top but has left 
too many Americans fearing that they 
won’t be able to fend for themselves or 
their families. These differences are even 
more glaring now: the pandemic is evis- 
cerating small businesses and upending 
the lives of millions as larger companies 
and well-connected entrepreneurs posi- 
tion themselves to thrive. Digging out 
will be the work of years. 

We face other immense issues that 
have been allowed to drift. People who 
are chronically sick today have their 
lives upended and often wind up in debt, 
yet much as we talk about health care 
being a human right, we don’t act that 
way. Many Americans worry that immi- 
grants are taking jobs and reshaping the 
lives they know, yet our political sys- 
tem has been unable to move beyond 
either “fence them out” or “welcome 
them” to reckon with how we adjust 
creatively and humanely to demograph- 
ic change. Our tax code is riddled with 
loopholes created for and exploited by 
people of higher income, yet those with 
the power to change it have refused to do 
so. We face an ever-rising national debt, 
with no political will to address it. We’re 


involved in countless conflicts overseas, 
with no strategic clarity or concerted 
effort to ask why and for what purpose. 

So, what do we do? Obviously, 
there are specific policies we could 
pursue, on economic opportunity, for 
instance, some form of universal basic 
income or at least a rise in the federal 
minimum wage, which hasn’t budged 
from $7.25 an hour since 2009, would 
at least help workers save a little and 
reduce anxiety in times of uncertainty. 
But overall, how we set about fixing our- 
selves matters as much as the specifics 
of what we do. 

For one thing, most of these prob- 
lems can’t really be solved, only man- 
aged. Because of their scope and com- 
plexity, there’s no single remedy. There 
are multiple things that need to be done, 
and the vital thing is to get started doing 
them and not be hamstrung by partisan 
differences. 

Secondly, we are long past the point 
where one sector can afford to sit things 
out. We need government, the private 
sector, and nonprofits to work together. 
The old saws that solutions lie chiefly 
with government or that government is 
useless long ago lost their relevance. 


The Mill River is quiet and harm- 
less now. In fact, you can find one 
talented artist repurposing Mill River 
debris and trash into treasure on South 
Main Street in Haydenville. Don’t miss 
Bill Packard’s sculptor yard. 

Happy day free from Labor! 

Do you have a memory or histor- 
ical curiosity from the Hilltowns that 
you’d like to share with your neigh- 
bors? Send your story and photos to 
countryjournal@ turley.com. 


When you’re dealing with problems of 
this magnitude, the answers lie with both 
the public and private sectors, and they 
need to focus together on the common 
good. Our federal system allows exper- 
imentation. Different approaches can be 
tried at local, regional, state, federal and 
non-government sector levels. 

Finally, we all have to recognize 
our stake as Americans in the problems 
that beset the country, not just the ones 
that concern us directly. Our society is 
ailing. We have the strength to rebuild, 
but not if we continue to withdraw to 
our littke warring camps and lob insults 
at one another. Only if we make “we’re 
all in this together’ more than just five 
empty words can we overcome the enmi- 
ty, division and harmful drift of the last 
few years. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advi- 
sor for the Indiana University Center 
on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and 
International Studies; and a Professor 
of Practice at the IU O’Neill School 
of Public and Environmental Affairs. 
He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years. 
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BLANDFORD 





RESTORING THE HOUSE OF FAITH 





Work continues on The White Church restoration project. John Piper hauls material up to 


the steeple where he put finishing touches on the wood on Wednesday, Aug. 26. 
Photo by Mary Kronholm 


Board rules dog a nuisance 


By Mary Kronholm 


BLANDFORD — The Select Board 
conducted two public hearings Monday 
night. The first was for the installation and 
replacement of three utility poles on the 
south side of North Blandford Road and 
one new pole, also on North Blandford 
Rd. The work is approximately a half-mile 
from the Otis Stage Road intersection. 
The replacements and installation were 
approved unanimously. 

The second hearing involved Kim 
Blanchette’s complaint regarding the 
behavior of Dixie, a cross-breed pit- 
bull-terrier owned by Sue Vurovecz on 
Birch Hill Road. Based on evidence pro- 
vided, the Select Board determined that 
Dixie’s behavior fell into the category of 
a nuisance dog and therefore must be able 
to be inside an enclosed area by Oct. 1 and 
on a leash when within 500 feet of a public 
way or other residence. Vurovecz agreed 
to the board’s order and Blanchette fol- 
lowed suit. The resolution was acceptable 
to everyone. 

In other business, the Select Board 
reviewed and signed the warrant for the 
Sept. 28 special town meeting. Most of 
the articles have to do with covering last 
fiscal year’s bills that came in too late to be 
covered with those funds and will be paid 
from current allocations. 

There is an article to amend the 
town’s Arts Council bylaw, fund broad- 
band expenses, and transfer a sum of 
money from Building Stabilization to “pay 
for a general contractor for constructing a 
new highway garage.” An amount was not 


available but will be by the special town 
meeting. Board members Eric McVey and 
Tom Ackley want to be sure that there is a 
clerk of the works who will provide over- 
sight for the project. 

Town Administrator Joshua A. 
Garcia told the board the Finance 
Committee recommended covering the 
cost of water line and plumbing repairs 
come from the Capital Expenditure 
line. There was a suggestion to have the 
Cemetery Commissioners have the road- 
side embankment landscaped instead of 
weed-whacking. Chair of the Select Board 
Cara Letendre said, “Given the state of 
the cemetery funds” this year, that would 
not be possible. Cemetery Commissioner 
TJ Cousineau said he would “welcome 
donations.” 

Garcia also said the town has received 
another Green Communities award in the 
amount of $110,764. Of that, $99,000 will 
be put towards upgrading the heating sys- 
tem of the town hall, and the town will 
save $9,000 a year going forward. 

Garcia told the board that the town 
has also applied for a Small Town Rural 
Assistance Program grant through the 
Housing and Economic Development 
Office MassWorks Infrastructure program 
in the amount of $998,743 to reconstruct 
3.4 miles of North Blandford Road. 

“It’s a competitive grant, although we 
(Garcia and Highway Superintendent Rene 
Senecal) feel good about possibly receiv- 
ing an award,” said Garcia. “We’ve been 
pro-active using available funds to take 
care of the town’s problems,” while also 
being good fiduciary stewards. 


Markey, Neal get voter support 


BLANDFORD — About one-third 
of the registered voters in town cast bal- 
lots in Tuesday’s primary election, with 
majority supporting incumbents Sen. 
Edward Markey and Rep. Richard Neal. 

Markey narrowly edged out Joseph 
Kennedy 105 to 102, while Neal held off 


Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse 118 to 89. 
In the Republican U.S. Senate 
primary, Shiva Ayyadurai received 50 
votes, falling to Kevin O’Connor’s 63 
votes. 
Out of the 930 registered voters in 
town, 326 cast ballots. 
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Hilltown hike leaders Liz Massa and Kim Kelliher pose with their best friend during a 
Submitted photos 


hike along Old Cart Path in Montgomery. 
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Liz Massa tries to give a tree a big hug. 
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GATEWAY 


USDA waiver guarantees free meals for students through Dec. 31 


The United Stated Department of 
Agriculture has extended the Universal 
Meals waiver until Dec. 31. This means 
the Gateway Regional School District 
will be serving all meals in all schools 
free for all students through Dec. 31. 
This is an unprecedented move by the 
USDA and should go a long way in 
helping to make things easier for all 
families who have been affected by the 
ongoing pandemic and economic reces- 
sion. 

Gateway Food Services is also 
pleased to announce that due to gener- 
ous donations this summer, all student 
negative balances were paid in full for 
the 2019-2020 school year. All students 
who had negative balances at the end of 
last year are now beginning this school 
year with a $0 balance. The district is so 
thankful for the kindhearted generosity 
of the folks in the Gateway community 
who so willingly gave in service of all 
our families. 

Gateway Food Services has been 
hard at work planning the changes need- 
ed to serve our students safe, healthy, 
and delicious meals. This will be an 
unprecedented school year filled with 


ATHLETICo 


and adjustments made to accommodate 
COVID-19 precautions, but they want to 
give it a shot. 

“The students understand that. They 
understand this is an unprecedented 
time. They still overwhelmingly want 
to do this,” Forgue said. “They want to 
have their last seasons of cross country 
or soccer. They want to have the cama- 
raderie of their teams. They want to be 
able to do this competitively with their 
friends and coaches.” 

A couple committee members 
raised concerns about athletics possibly 
contributing to a COVID outbreak at 
the school and jeopardizing the system 
put in place this year to allow students 
to be able to return to the classrooms in 
Gateway in a hybrid model. 

“We can’t control what everybody 
does after school, but this is a school 
sanctioned sport,” Committee Member 
Teri Garfield said. “At least we won’t be 
contributing to an outbreak. I’m sorry. I 
know that is not something people want 
to hear, but I think it’s a valid concern.” 

Lyndsey Papillon added, “Cohorts, 
now I’m realizing, are going to seem 
like a moot point. If you have specific 
cohorts at school, but different cohorts 
in sports then why have the cohorts? It 
just seems to me that it kind of will get 
muddled. For me, professionally, my 
job hinges on mixing groups of students 
and I can’t do my job this year because 
those students can’t be mixed together, 
but then they’re going to go play soccer 
and get mixed together anyway.” 

Jason Forgue, a committee repre- 
sentative of Chester and also President 
of the Gateway Youth Athletic 
Association, said the GYAA sports 
are proceeding this year and will have 
three times as many participants as the 
Gateway teams will have. 

“Between our programs and 
the school programs, we’re probably 
approaching 30 to 40 percent of the 
school population in total,” he said. 

Cross Country Coach Denae Dostal 
pointed out coaches can make sure 
students are following all the safety 
guidelines during practices and athletic 
events, whereas if they didn’t have those 
activities, they might engage in them 


formidable challenges, but the dedicated 
team is ready to meet every need of stu- 
dents with health and safety as the top 
concern. Gateway has formed four dif- 
ferent meal services to meet those needs. 
All meals will be served prepackaged to 
ensure safety. The elementary students 
will be served Meals in the Classroom. 
Middle and High School students will 
be coming to the Cafeteria to eat while 
socially distancing. Fifth and sixth grade 
will be Grab & Go to the classroom, 
where they will be coming to the cafe- 
teria to “grab” their meal and “go” back 
to the classroom to eat. The district will 
also be providing a curbside “Meals to 
Go” Program for all students for the 
days they will be remote learning from 
home. Meal pick up will be on Tuesdays 
and Fridays each week from 2 to 6 p.m., 
and will include multiple meals to cover 
non-pickup days. Gateway wanted to 
provide the opportunity for all fami- 
lies to be able to have access to meals 
for their students, whether they are at 
home with their child or at work. The 
district is hopeful this afternoon and 
evening pickup time will make the pro- 
cess more convenient and accessible 


from page I 


elsewhere in an unsupervised environ- 
ment. 

“I can be there to monitor they’re 
wearing masks and social distancing 
because I’m worried if they don’t have 
this outlet...they’re starved for that,’ she 
said. “This is a good thing because you 
will have your coaches there that they 
are social distancing and they are wear- 
ing their masks. If we don’t give them 
this opportunity, they’ll find other ways 
to congregate that won’t be as moni- 
tored or socially distant.” 

Athlete’s will have to adhere to 
guidelines set by the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
and the Massachusetts interscholastic 
Athletic Association. These guidelines 
will include wearing a mask at all times. 
The complete MIAA guidelines were 
expected to be released on Sept. 1. 

Transportation raises addition- 
al questions. Athletic Director Matt 
Bonenfant said they currently can fit 24 
players and ne coach on a bus. This may 
allow both boys and girls cross country 
to travel together on one bus, but it’s an 
evolving situation. 

“We’re going to be stuck with what 
the state says when it comes to trans- 
portation,’ Bonenfant said. “I’m trying 
to put everything together as everything 
comes together.” 

With the school going forward 
with the fall sports, Vice Chair Martha 
Otterbeck emphasized parents will need 
to help the school, coaches, and students 
by making sure the athletes are being 
responsible. 

“We need the parents to buy in to 
being able to follow rules and support,” 
Otterbeck said. “We’re asking adoles- 
cents to make good decisions. As par- 
ents we need to reinforce the rules and 
how things are going.” 

Cross country and soccer sig- 
nups close on Friday, Sept. 4. Anyone 
who signed up over the summer does 
not need to sign up again. Tryouts— 
depending on signup numbers —or 
practices will begin on Friday, Sept. 
18. Any questions may be directed to 
Bonenfant at athleticdirector@ grsd.org. 
For more information or to signup, visit 
www.ersd.org. 
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for all. Curbside “Meals to Go” Info: 
The first day of the Curbside “Meals 
to Go” Program will be Tuesday, Sept. 
15. Pick up of meals will be from 2 to 6 
p.m. The location will be at the Gateway 
Complex outside the Middle and High 
School cafeteria doors. This is the same 
location as during the school shut down 
in the spring. Families will be able to 
drive around the circle driveway and in 
between the buildings to pick up meals 
at any time between 2 and 6 p.m., except 
during student pickup and bus loading 
once students begin “phasing in.” When 
families are here to pick up their stu- 
dents from school, they will need to park 
and walk to the “Meals to Go” site to 
receive their meals. Please remember to 
socially distance while outside of vehi- 
cles. Friday, Sept. 18, will be the next 
meal pick up day. More detailed infor- 
mation will follow. 

Gateway Food Services would like 
to assure families the school kitchens 
are among the safest, most sanitary 
facilities in the country for food prepa- 
ration. Many of the daily cleaning and 
operating procedures moving forward 
will be a continuation of the strict proto- 





SPORTS 


schools are doing before making a 
decision. 

“T can’t do a lot right now until 
I get approval to move forward. 
From my perspective, that would be 
the most helpful thing at this point,” 
Plourd explained. “I think the main 
thing to keep in mind right now is why 
we have high school athletics. It’s the 
opportunity to provide learning out- 
side the classroom and I think we can 
do that following the guidelines from 
DESE (Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education) and the MIAA 
(Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association).” 

Plourd and Principal Kristin 
Smidy both said one of the key fac- 
tors to emphasize for student ath- 
letes is sports this year will not be the 
sports they have played in past years. 
Expectations need to be set. 

“It needs to be understood this 
isn’t a normal season,’ Plourd said. 
“We're still going to provide an oppor- 
tunity for students to come together, 
have a common goal, persevere, use 
teamwork, and really all the things we 
strive for.” 

Smidy added, “My biggest con- 
cern is just managing expectations that 
things are going to look a lot differ- 
ent... If we communicate that, I’ve 
found people are very willing to com- 
ply with expectations, they just want to 
know what expectations are.” 

One issue that will remain unan- 
swered going forward is transportation 
for sporting events. The school needs 
time to figure out if or how transpor- 
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cols we already have in place. All Food 
Service Staff will be wearing masks, 
gloves, and plastic aprons and, as usual, 
all PPE will be changed frequently in 
order to prevent cross contamination. 
The district will be working with the 
maintenance and custodial team closely 
when it comes to cleaning procedures 
and assistance during and in between 
meal services. Vendors and delivery 
drivers are also expected to be wearing 
masks at all times when entering the 
buildings for delivery. Maintenance has 
installed clear plastic sheeting at each 
register in the Middle and High School, 
as well as protective panels in both ele- 
mentary kitchens to provide protection 
for students and staff. 

Gateway Food Services will be 
doing its part to help keep everyone 
healthy and safe while providing deli- 
cious, nutritious meals to our students 
and staff and hopes this will bring fam- 
ilies some peace of mind as everyone 
continues to face community health and 
economic challenges. For questions and 
additional information, contact: Food 
Service Director Tasha Hartley, at 413- 
685-1005 or thartley @ grsd.org. 
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tation for students with buses would 
potentially work and the legal which 
may be needed if students or families 
drive players to sporting events. 

Business Administrator Bobbie 
Jones is currently negotiating on the 
busing contract for this year. She 
explained to the committee one issue 
she’s grappling with is how to manage 
the different bus needs in the district. 
Chesterfield-Goshen is using no buses 
at all while Hampshire Regional needs 
buses four days a week with partial use 
on Wednesdays. 

“T need to know what folks’ 
thoughts are for paying the bus com- 
pany in full? in part? How do I go 
about negotiating with the bus com- 
pany when we’re all over the place?” 
Jones said. “We still have four other 
schools that have to pay their drivers. 
I don’t really have a gut feeling. I want 
to be able to work with them, so we 
keep the continuity of having available 
drivers, drivers that are on staff, so we 
don’t lose them.” 

One recommendation from the 
committee is to look at the normal bus 
routes and compare it with the project- 
ed adjusted routes for this year then 
calculate the cost difference between 
the two. 

“T totally agree that we don’t want 
to cut all the way to the bone that it 
impedes their ability [to operate],” said 


Committee member Corey Braastad. 
“You don’t want to be taken advantage 
of, but you don’t want to take advan- 
tage of them either. I think that’s the 
spirit of the negotiation.” 
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WORTHINGTON 





Mother Nature doesn t douse Annual lown Meeting 


By Shelby Macri 


WORTHINGTON — The annual 
Town Meeting took place on Saturday 
August 29, with voters persevering 
through rain and more rain as a large tent 
was set up for the Town to gather under 
next to R.H. Conwell Elementary School. 

There were few discussions on the 
36 articles on the warrant, but one of 
those included Article 3, where School 
Committee Vice Chair Alison Todd spoke 
about some school logistics. 

‘“We’re not asking for money for the 
pre-school revolving fund this year, and 
that’s just for this year,’ Todd said. “We 
don’t think we could provide kids with 
what they need. We will not be holding 
a separate pre-school program this year.” 

She also mentioned that there are 68 
Worthington kids attending school this 
year, saying there are 48 attending in the 
building, 14 in remote classes, and two 
being home schooled. There are also 16 
school of choice students. 


RAIN WORK 





Those in remote learning will partic- 
ipate in a self-directed learning program, 
led by a remote learning coordinator. The 
coordinator is a teacher who assists the 
remote learning program and will help all 
students learning by remote classes. After 
Todd gave updates; the town approved 
the article to raise and appropriate the 
sum of $1,166,275.04 for the entire 
Worthington School Budget, as recom- 
mended by the Financial Committee and 
the Selectboard. 

As articles related to each other, the 
Selectboard motioned to group certain 
articles together and vote on them as one; 
the town passed it and they did this for 
articles 4-7, which included moving sums 
of money to the Conwell Stabilization 
Fund, in order for the school to purchase 
necessary equipment including a new 
commercial vacuum cleaner, a new floor 
cleaner, a new Wet/Dry Vac, and a floor 
scrubber. Articles 34-36 included the 
town raising and appropriating amounts 
of money for a RH Conwell fiscal 2020 





Moderator Kevin O’Conner manages a rainy annual Town Meeting, flanked by town 


Officials, on Wednesday, Aug. 26. 
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invoice, an R.H. Conwell School fis- 
cal 2019 invoice, and Fire Department 
invoices. All article groupings passed. 

Articles 15, 16, and 17 all pertained 
to police matters and Chief of Police, 
Robert Reinke spoke on the new Chief 
salary of $36,400 as the Police Chief has 
been responding to all nighttime calls. 
The Chief will be transferring changing 
from hourly to salary and has been aver- 
aging 28 hours a week, while the salary 
is for 19 hours a week. The amount of 
work he’s contributing is accountable for 
the newly proposed increase. 

Selectman Steve Smith and Fire 
Chief Kyle Challet both praised Reinke 
for his response time. 

“We’re lucky to have a local Chief 
who lives in town and responds to night 
calls and in timely manner,’ Smith said. 
He expressed that they should have the 
proper funds for the work the Chief is 
putting in. 

“T appreciate that we have an 
in town a Police Chief who responds 


CANE 


ation and thanks to Ted,’ Smith said. 
“Please enjoy the cane in good health, 
and feel free to use it for its intended 
purpose.” 

Claydon has been in Town for 
55 years and, as he was a part of the 
Historical Society, helped to build 
a replica of the town’s church where 
the Historical Society meets. He also 
restored the Johnson House and Farm in 
Worthington. The property was bought 
and turned into an animal therapy later 
on. Claydon was also instrumental in 
the administration of the Golf Club and 


quickly to calls, and who was a past Fire 
Department Chief,’ Challet said. 

The other two articles included rais- 
ing and appropriating money for a laptop 
and a seat and cage for the new Police 
Cruiser. Reinke explained the laptop 
being purchased is a reinforced laptop, 
which costs more than a typical laptop. 
Additionally, it will have the capabilities 
to give on-the-scene citations. 

The three articles were passed, 
along with all other articles, excluding 
Article 23, as it was the only article to 
be voted down. The article asked to raise 
and appropriate $101,529 to purchase 
an over-the-guardrail mower. Residents 
were concerned that the mower was not 
essential and would cost a large sum of 
money the town didn’t need to be spend- 
ing at this point in time. The vote went 
to the voting cards to be counted as there 
wasn’t a clear majority during the oral 
vote. After counting the voting cards the 
article was down voted, being the only 
article not to be passed. 
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helped to progress the group. 

Claydon served as an airplane 
mechanic during World War II, after he 
was drafted and discharged from both 
the Army and Navy as both groups 
deemed him to be necessary as a 
mechanic and engineer for planes during 
the time. 

Claydon has two children; Tom, 
who resides in Virginia, and Janet, who 
has passed. He currently lives with his 
partner Jerrilee Cain. Cain, along with 
others in attendance, congratulated 
Claydon during the ceremony. 
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ROCKY VIEWS 


The gorgeous views from Mount Shatterack in Russell. 


The Hilltown Hikers climbed Shatterack Mountain in Russell 
to the blue painted rock on Unkamit’s Path, which was 





painted to support law enforcement officers. Pictured are 
Russ LaPierre and Karen McTaggart. 


Submitted photos 


Senior center services available to those in need 


RUSSELL — Although the Russell 
Senior Center remains closed to keep 
everyone healthy, any Russell senior in 
need of assistance during this challeng- 
ing time can contact the Russell Council 
on Aging and they will work to provide 


assistance. Local townspeople have con- 
tacted the COA about volunteering help 
as well. Call 413-862-6205 to leave a 
confidential message to request support. 
Messages are retrieved twice daily. 
Highland Valley Elder Services is 


continuing to provide “Take and Eat” 
meals delivered to the Senior Center for 
seniors 60 and over on Tuesdays. Please 
call 413-862-6217 by Sunday evening 
to order Tuesday’s meal for pick up. 
The menu is available at highlandvalley. 


SANDISFIELD 


SERENE SPECTACLE 


org/our-services/nutritional-menus or, if 
need be, can be mailed from the senior 
center. 

The Russell Council on Aging has a 
supply of homemade face masks avail- 
able. Call 413-862-6205 to request one. 


Top left, the Hilltown Hikers four-legged friends enjoy splashing around Upper Spectacle 
Pond in Sandisfield. Bottom left, Upper Spectacle Pond in Sandisfield provides refreshing 
fresh water, beautiful views, and bright enjoyment on a summer afternoon. Above, Liz 


Massa takes in the view across the water. 





Submitted photos 
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OTIS 





FOLLOW THE LEADER 





excursion. 


Ronnie leads the way up Bald Mountain in Otis during a Hilltown Hikers weekend 


Submitted Photo 


BECKET 





Neal, Markey win voters support 


BECKET — Sen. Edward 
Markey was the voters favorite in the 
U.S. Senate Democratic Primary on 
Tuesday, defeating challenger Joseph 
Kennedy 228 to 196. 

Incumbent rep. Richard Neal also 
defeated his challenger, Holyoke Mayor 
Alex Morse, 218 to 205. 


In the Republican primary for 
senate, Shiva Ayyadurai fell to Kevin 
O’Connor 33 to 38. O’Connor will face 
Markey on Nov. 3. 

Thirty-one percent of registered 
voters participated in the primary elec- 
tion as 497 votes were cast out of 1,602 
registered voters. 


GOSHEN 





Both levy overrides pass town voters 


GOSHEN — Two override votes 
passed on Tuesday night’s election as 
418 of the town’s 76 registered voters 
filed ballots. 

The first override, asking if the 
Town of Goshen shall be allowed to 
assess an additional $105,000 in real 
estate and personal property taxes 
for the purpose of a general bud- 
get override for the general operation 
of the town, including the Highland 
Ambulance EMS, public schools, fire 
department, highway department and 
other town departments, in accordance 


Markey, Morse 


GOSHEN — More than half of 
the registered town voters turned out on 
Tuesday night’s primary election, throw- 
ing their support behind Sen. Edward 
Markey and Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse. 

While Morse defeated Rep. Richard 
Neal 167 to 147 in town, he lost the over- 
all nomination bid. 


with the vote taken at the Annual Town 
Meeting, for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1,2020, passed 269 to 146. 

The second override question 
asked if the town of Goshen be allowed 
to assess an additional $70,000 in real 
estate and personal property taxes for 
the purpose to provide $70,000 for a 
general budget override to fund capital 
purchases, in accordance with the vote 
taken at the Annual Town Meeting, for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020. 
Voters approved the question 249 to 
166. 


voters’ choices 


In the Democratic primary for 
U.S. Senate, Markey defeated Joseph 
Kennedy 201 to 112. 

On the Republican side of the bal- 
lot, Kevin O’Connor defeated Shiva 
Ayyadurai 47 to 40, earning the nom- 
ination to face off against Markey on 
Nov. 3. 


Trusted Journalism & Local Reporting Since 1962 


Turley 








Publications, Inc. 


Your Verified Local News Source 


In Print & Online | 800.824.6548 
www.turley.com 








Country Journal © Thursday, September 3, 2020 


MIDDLEFIELD 





Voters back Markey, Neal 


MIDDLEFIELD — Sen. Edward 
Markey received 8 votes from town 
votes, defeating challenger Joseph 
Kennedy’s 50 votes. 

There were 162 of the town’s 366 
registered voters at the ballot box 
for Tuesday’s primary election. Rep. 
Richard Neal nudged out Holyoke 


Mayor Alex More 72 to 68 for the Ist 
Congressional District nomination. 

In the Republican primary, Shiva 
Ayyadurai received 12 votes, best- 
ing Kevin O’Connor’s 10. However, 
O’Connor won the overall election 
and will face off against Markey on 
Nov. 3. 


MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior Center, 
169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, each 
Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 


message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 
before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. 

The menu on Wednesday, Sept. 9, 
roast pork with gravy, California blend, 
whipped potatoes, and cherry muffin. 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


The Middlefield Congregational 
Church invites you to join us for worship 
this Sunday at 11 a.m. We will have com- 
munion, so bring your own bread and 
juice. 


The Scripture for the week is 
Romans 13:8-14 and Matthew 18:15-20. 
Pastor Susan Borsella will preach. 

All are welcome. We are an open 
and affirming Congregation. 


WILLIAMSBURG 





FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


The First Congregational Church 
in Williamsburg continues to hold wor- 
ship services virtually on Facebook and 
YouTube. These services are posted 
around 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 

This Sunday, Sept. 6, Communion 
will be celebrated virtually. Participants 
are invited to provide their own bread 


VOTING 


utilizing the meal site room for early 
voting and main-in ballots. 

“Voting to me is a big issue. I know 
Brenda has a week for early voting and 
she’s utilizing the meal site room.,” 
Nardi said. “She’s getting mail in ballots 
by the stack and I’m sure it will be just 
as much, if not more so, in November. 
My concern is watching people in that 
room...there’s no ventilation.” 

Town Clerk Brenda Lessard agrees 
with Nardi’s assessment. She said while 
the meal site room, with a limit of four 
voters allowed in the building at a time, 
can accommodate the anticipated 1n-per- 
son turnout for Sept. 1, she’s anticipating 
a heavier turnout for Nov. 3. 

“Right now, because the Town 
Office is closed, the board does not want 
the whole building open to the public,’ 
Lessard said. “I myself don’t think it’s 
big enough for the November election 
because I think the November election 
turnout will be bigger than for the pri- 
mary. I still have over 2,000 voters. I 
was kind of on board for doing it up 
at the school because it’s going to be 
easier. Because of the amount of peo- 
ple here...it will be a little close [in the 
Town Offices]. 

There’s no school on Nov. 3 and it 
would provide the perfect path for vot- 
ers to go in one set of doors and out the 
other in the gymnasium to avoid overlap 
and congestion. 

“T’m a little nervous. When they talk 
about the spread of it, it’s mostly with 
people talking and laughing. I’d prefer a 
bigger room,” Nardi told the board. 

“It makes a lot more sense to not 
have people social distancing in one 
hallway of a building when you could do 
it easily through two different entranc- 
es,’ agreed Selectman Dave Mathers. “I 
really think it makes a lot of sense in this 
situation.” 


and wine or juice. For those who want 
the elements provided, there is a small 
packet containing juice and a wafer 
available at the Church. They may be 
picked up at the church, 4 North Main 
St., on Friday, Sept. 4, 10 a.m. until 
noon. Stop by the handicapped door on 
the driveway side of the church. 
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Lessard said the school makes the 
process a little more difficult on her end, 
but what matters is having a situation 
which is best for the voters. 

“It’s not what’s easier for me, it’s 
what’s easier for the voter,’ she said. 
“People are very divided on whether 
they want to vote in-person or vote by 
mail and I think people are scared in 
making sure their vote is going to count. 
I’m working hard to assure people their 
vote will count if they vote by mail.” 

Lessard is open to showing residents 
how the vote by mail process works and 
the measures used to protect ballots and 
ensure every vote gets counted. 

“T think in Massachusetts we do a 
pretty good job protecting voters’ rights 
and allowing voters to exercise their 
right to vote,” she said. “I just want to 
make sure that everybody feels safe vot- 
ing, whichever way they choose.” 

There are also air quality concerns 
for the Police Station. Nardi said Chief 
Denise Wickland and her officers have 
reported feeling unwell after spending 
several hours in the building at time and 
have asked for the air quality to be test- 
ed. 

“She said with her being out those 
two weeks for vacation, she felt fine,’ 
Nardi said. “After being in the building 
for a couple hours she didn’t feel well, 
and other officers complained about the 
same thing. 

Nardi said she will reach out to the 
state about the logistics for conducting 
an air quality test. Selectman Bill Sayre 
mentioned the station used to have issues 
with exhaust from the fire engines, but 
town had sealed up the walls in between 
the engine bay and the station. 

Another possible cause could be 
mildew, and Mathers suggested check- 
ing the basement as there was recently a 
boiler leak down there. 
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When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 


Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ad 562-1 704 Alice Morin 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Chop with an ax 

4. Where a bachelor 
lives 

7. Indicates near 

10. Doctors’ group 

11. It’s just a number 

12. Type of bread 

13. Lively ballroom 
dance 

15. Charles S. Dutton 
TV series 

16. A way to use up 

19. Singular event 

21. Home of Disney 
World 

23. Minerals 

24. Most insightful 

25. Consult 

26. In addition 

27. Agents of downfall 

30. Organizations 

34. Supervises flying 

35. Bar bill 

36. Alfalfa 


41. Dish soap 

45. Witnesses 

46. Ancient Greek City 

47. Newspaper 
bigwigs 

50. Discuss again 

54. Small group with 
shared interests 

59. support 

56. Popular sportcoat 
fabric 

57. Take hold of 

59. Pre-Mayan 
civilization 

60. Woman (French) 

61. Wheeled vehicle 

62. Georgia rockers 

63. Cold War player 
(abbr.) 

64. Pitching stat 

65. Attempt 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Czech monetary 
unit 


























2. Arousing intense 
feeling 

3. Elks 

4. Muscular 
weaknesses 

5. Before the present 

6. Figures out 

7. Infinite 

8. A low wall 

9. Silly 

13. Political 
organization 

14. Used of a number 
Or amount not 
specified 

17. Divisions of the 
psyche 

18. Denial 

20. Ancient Iranian 
person 

22. Count on 

2/. Popular sports 
league 

28. Water (French) 

29. Partner to cheese 
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31.When you hope 
to get there 

32. Angry 

33. One point east of 
due south 

37. Respects 

38. Organize anew 

39. French wine 
grape 

AO. Intrinsic nature of 
something 

41. Neural structures 

42. Brews 

43. Where ships take 
on cargo 

44. Holiday season 
singer 

47. Shock treatment 

48. Popular average 

49. Products 

51. A type of bear 

52. Utilize 

53. Old world, new 

58. Swiss river 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
e Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 


Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 


Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 


: HEATING INC. 


Fueling Generations Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, someone from 
your past may come 
back into your life this 
week in a good way. 
Don’t be nervous about 
what he or she has 
to say. Everything will 
work out with the rela- 
tionship. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, you have vari- 
ous options to consider 
at this time. Delay an 
important decision for 
a little while longer until 
you can narrow things 
down with a level head. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

An unexpected oppor- 
tunity arrives this week, 
Gemini. It may be some 
good news you have 
been waiting for or it 
could be something you 
didn’t see coming. Em- 
brace it. 


ALT TT | pelo} 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, enjoy how your 
mood changes when 
you enjoy some differ- 
ent scenery this week. A 
change in your perspec- 
tive is sparked by a visit 
to an idyllic place. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

Once you make a deci- 
sion this week you have 
to stick with it and see 
it through, Leo. It can be 
challenging waiting for 
results, but be patient. 
The outcome will be 
known soon. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

A few things will be be- 
yond your control this 
week, Virgo. However, 
you have many things 
that you can grab ahold 
of and make your own. 
Try a new creative proj- 
ect. 


_Lfefe | jet tt 
tet LT fet fo 
tt PTT Tt ie 
Jet pit fel 


Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 


S 
K 
— 


413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 





LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Libra, even though you 
may be dishing out ad- 
vice, others may not be 
inclined to take it. Don’t 
be offended by this. Not 
everyone is ready to 
make changes. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 

Scorpio, sometimes you 
have to relinquish con- 
trol and let others steer 
the boat. This may be a 
welcome relief because 
it lifts some pressure off 
of your shoulders. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 

Sagittarius, just when 
you thought it was a 
straight road ahead, life 
throws you a Curveball. 
You’re good at adapting, 
so you shouldn't have 
difficulties overcoming 
this challenge. 


more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 
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CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, once you es- 
tablish your objective, 
you can plot out your 
plan. This approach can 
be applied to both big 
life changes or even 
smaller decisions. 


AQUARIUS 

Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, you will at- 
tract more flies with 
honey than you will with 
vinegar. Consider your 
tone and delivery when 
speaking, tweaking 
things a bit if need be. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

Pisces, every day may 
not be an adventure, 
but you have a knack for 
making daily life excit- 
ing. Find ways to share 
your joy. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savy to the test! 


WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS we 


CARQUEST 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service »* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 


* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer %* Hydraulic Hoses 


Call “DALE” 


8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 





Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 
Amalie Oil, 
Bailing Twine 
& 
Tractor Parts 
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Baker-Polito announces policies to support families 


BOSTON — The Baker-Polito 
Administration last week announced new 
policies that will provide families who 
require childcare while their children are 
engaged in remote learning additional 
options by allowing programs to offer 
supervised care during regular school 
day hours. 

Governor Charlie Baker signed 
an Executive Order that allows the 
Department of Early Education and Care 
(EEC) to authorize currently licensed 
after-school and out-of-school programs 
to operate during the school day while 
children are learning remotely. 

As schools prepare to reopen, work- 
ing parents need to find care and learn- 
ing support for their school-aged chil- 
dren while they are engaged in remote 
learning. Current state statute prohibits 
licensed after-school and out-of-school 
time programs for school-aged chil- 


dren from offering care during school 
hours. The Executive Order allows EEC 
to authorize childcare programs, like 
YMCAs, Boys and Girls Clubs, family 
childcare homes, and others, to care for 
school-age children while they partici- 
pate in remote learning. 

The Department will also exempt 
informal remote learning parent coopera- 
tive arrangements organized by families, 
if the groups are supervised by unpaid 
parents. These parent cooperatives are 
still subject to any state orders regulating 
gatherings in place under the COVID-19 
state of emergency. 

In addition, the Executive Order cre- 
ates a temporary license exemption for 
remote learning enrichment programs to 
provide supervision and care for school 
children up to age 14 while they partici- 
pate in remote learning during the school 
day. These remote learning programs, 


which must meet specific criteria, will 
need to first be approved by their local 
municipality before they can apply for 
the license exemption. Programs run by 
a school district are already exempt from 
EEC licensure and do not need to apply 
for this exemption. 

The Departments of Early Education 
and Care and Elementary and Secondary 
Education will issue joint guidance that 
details the minimum requirements for 
remote learning programs, including 
background record checks, health and 
safety standards, facilities checks, and 
child to staff ratios. 

Municipalities will ensure programs, 
that are approved for the license exemp- 
tion, comply with health and safety 
requirements. 

“We all want our children to get 
back into school as soon as possible and 
we applaud the schools and districts 


that are making the extra effort to bring 
their students back in some form,” said 
Education Secretary James Peyser. “At 
the same time, we know that remote 
learning will be part of the educational 
experience for many students this fall, 
so it’s critical that we enable parents, 
after-school providers, and community 
organizations to offer additional child- 
care options and learning supports when 
students are unable to attend school in 
person.” 

“The Commonwealth is developing 
creative solutions that can meet the needs 
of children and their families during this 
unprecedented era in education,” said 
EEC Commissioner Samantha Aigner- 
Treworgy. “We would also like to com- 
mend the community providers and edu- 
cation leaders who have worked togeth- 
er to develop solutions tailored to meet 
families’ needs.” 


Warm, humid weather ramps up mosquito population and EEE threat 


Mosquito season is usually associat- 
ed with the hotter summer months, but it 
actually begins much earlier and extends 
well into autumn. 

If you’ve been outside recently you 
may have noticed that mosquitoes are 
out in full force. Some mosquitoes carry 
germs that can make people and some 
animals sick. While some mosquito bites 
will only itch, others can carry potential- 
ly dangerous illnesses. In Massachusetts, 
the diseases linked to mosquitoes are 
West Nile virus (WNV) and Eastern 
Equine Encephalitis (EEE) virus. 

As the threat of EEE rises in 
Massachusetts, including a recent case in 
Wilbraham, the community needs to take 
precautions when outdoors. 

“The best way to prevent illnesses 
from mosquito bites is to protect your- 
self and your family from bites,” said 
Dr. Robert Spence, chief of Emergency 
Medicine for Baystate Wing Hospital and 
Baystate Mary Lane Outpatient Center. 

As of August 15th, the second con- 
firmed human case of Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis of the season has been 
detected in Massachusetts. A woman 
in her 60s from Hampden County 
in the western part of the state tested 
positive on Saturday, according to the 
Massachusetts Department of Public 


Health (DPH). As a result, the risk level 
for EEE in Wilbraham has been raised 
to critical and the risk level in Hampden 
and Monson has been raised to high. 
Other communities in the region have 
been raised to a moderate risk for the 
mosquito-borne illness, officials said. 

According to the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, there 
are over 3000 different kinds, also 
called “species,” of mosquitoes iden- 
tified worldwide, with more than 150 
different kinds of mosquitoes found 
in North America. Fifty-one different 
kinds of mosquitoes have been found in 
Massachusetts. Mosquitoes are attracted 
to carbon dioxide, a gas that humans and 
other animals breathe out and can follow 
a stream of carbon dioxide from as far as 
50 feet away. 

Mosquitoes need stagnant water in 
order to lay their eggs and what most 
people don’t realize is the surprising 
number of areas around their own house 
where mosquitoes can find the stagnant 
water they need. All a female mosquito 
needs is a bottle cap of water to lay 100 
to 200 eggs, once the eggs are laid, they 
hatch into larvae within 24 to 48 hours, 
so any temporary body of water that is 
present for more than a week can be a 
mosquito breeding habitat. 


EEE is relatively rare in humans, 
although there are occasional outbreaks 
in certain regions of the country. Fewer 
than 100 people have died from EEE 
in Massachusetts in the past 75 years, 
according to the Department of Public 
Health. In the United States, approxi- 
mately 5 to 10 EEE cases are reported 
annually. The risk of getting EEE is high- 
est from late July through September 
when more mosquitoes are present and 
active. 

West Nile virus (WNV) is a mosqui- 
to-carried virus most commonly spread 
to people through the bite of an infected 
mosquito. 

He encourages community mem- 
bers to follow The Department of Public 
Health tips that will help people protect 
themselves and their loved ones from ill- 
nesses caused by mosquitoes: 

Be Aware of Peak Mosquito 
Hours: The hours from dusk to dawn are 
peak biting times for many mosquitoes. 
Consider rescheduling outdoor activities 
that occur during evening or early morn- 
ing. 

Apply Insect Repellent when 
Outdoors: Use a repellent with DEET 
(N, N-diethyl-m-toluamide), permethrin, 
picaridin (KBR 3023), oil of lemon euca- 
lyptus [p-methane 3, 8-diol (PMD)] or 


IR3535 according to the instructions on 
the product label. DEET products should 
not be used on infants under two months 
of age and should be used in concentra- 
tions of 30% or less on older children. 
Oil of lemon eucalyptus should not be 
used on children under three years of 
age. 
Clothing Can Help Reduce 
Mosquito Bites: Wearing long-sleeves, 
long pants and sock when outdoors will 
help keep mosquitoes away from your 
skin. 

Mosquito-Proof Your Home and 
Drain Standing Water: Mosquitoes 
lay their eggs in standing water. They 
can begin to multiply in any puddle or 
standing water that lasts for more than 
four days. If you have a bird bath in your 
yard, be sure to empty it daily and refill 
with fresh water. Remove containers that 
may hold water in places that are hard to 
see such as under bushes, porches, decks, 
or stairs. 

Install or Repair Screens: Keep 
mosquitoes outside by having tightly fit- 
ting screens on all of your windows and 
doors. 

More information about different 
types of mosquitoes that can spread the 
virus can be found on the MDPH website 
at mass.gov/dph/wnv. 
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jan George 


y SQ PROPANEINC. 
PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING e HEATING 


(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), RO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


MP4 
YSTEMS 


Water 


Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps 
Water Conditioners 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


FEED +» PET SUPPLIES » CLOTHING * COAL 
WOOD PELLETS + WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS + FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES + FERTILIZER 


GATEWAY FARM & PET 


ard ot wor me 


PoulinGrain®” ® 


59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 
1-413-667-2279 Si. gamipn 


Sat. 8am-4pm 
TARA GRENIER e PAUL GRENIER 


WHITING 
' ENERGY FUELS 
Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


Water 
Testing 


W: S Hydrof: 
ver Sistem AEN SHAW icrofccure 


800-232-4725 ° Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 
Plumbing & Heating 


System 
Evaluations 


238-0303 


PAUL GRAHAM 
Mass. License 23299 


DOWN To EARTH 
=> Ce G aT Corr 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


Carol Labonte 
Paul Labonte 


\ Time to 
oe s CLEAN UP 


ol &. e » S » 


Established in 1982 ¢ House Cleaning Plus 
Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash e Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out © Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 


P.O. Box 244 Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Worthington, MA 01098 Fax: (413) 238-0459 


ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 


ale’s Structural 
& Carpentry 


+ Home Improvement ¢ Additions * Restorations « Remodeling 


Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 

Residential Drywall ¢ Paint ¢ Trim Work 
Seasonal Homes & Camps Windows ¢ Doors 

Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 

Carriage & Colonial Barns _ Interior & Exterior Finishes 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams ¢ Sill Timbers * Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs ¢ Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 


e Tune Ups 
Fo | e Installations 
Cai ~ ° Oil Tanks 


SIS VAS ) 
Huntington, Massachusetts 
Office 413.667.0245 
Cell 413.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 
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Don’t miss a week 
of your Hometown 
News Source! 


PLEASE CONSIDER 
SUBSCRIBING 


urrent recipients of our weekly paper, 
receive town news, updates, 
local stories and articles of interest 
throughout the Hilltowns. 
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GATEWAY 


By Shelby Macri 

















was Principal 


could. 


Finnie. 


——— Fallforward Every failed ex wperiment ts one step closer to success.” — Denzel Washington 
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GRHS seniors walk Stage of dreams | coum 


It was worth the wait. “There were many depart- to be here, as we are fortu- 
After delaying graduation in ments included in the meet- nate enough to join togeth- 
the hopes the Class of 2020 ings, including town depart- er and celebrate in Person, as 
could celebrate the conclu-§ ments as well as school I have awaited seeing all of 
sion of their High School departments. Principle Finnie your wonderful faces since 
careers together, the grad- put a lot of work and plan- March; well half of them of 
uates of Gateway Regional ning into this.” 

High School got their wish 
on Friday, July 24. The Stage es and remarks included to commemorate not only 
only held five people while Hopson, Finnie, Wright, our accomplishments, but the 
the 52 graduates where seated Class President Grace Van people that lead us here. I'd 
six feet apart on the lawn. 

Seated on the Stage Usatyy, and Salutatorian Nina the gratitude deserved, toward 
Jason Iglesias, The Class Presidents all those who had a Part in 
Finnie, Superintendent was the first to address the my own journey, and the 
David Hopson, Assistant graduates in the senior wel- journey of the entire class of 
Principle Martha Clark, come, where she expressed 2020. To the staff of Gateway 
School Committee Chair her happiness to see her Regional, I thank you.” 
Michele Crane, and Cheryl classmates again as well as 
Wright, the guest speaker to be celebrating with them as 
and Gateway math teacher. 
There was an excess of chairs 
in the crowd for the friends 
and family, to allow as many 
groups as safely as they 


The graduates and school 
staff wore face masks during 
the ceremony, and as some 
people removed their masks 
to speak into the microphone, 
it was cleaned afterward by 


“We were able to access 
a UV Wand to clean the 
microphone surface, in elud- 
ing the glasses that are to be 
used with them. We’ve had 
many meetings about the 


safety procedures, the health — Regional High School Class of 2020 Commencement ceremony on Friday, July 24. Above, the Class | to its ownership and forgive all taxes 
guidelines, along with how — of 2020 flips their tassels and enjoys the Socially distant final minutes of their time together as High | owed. The Board of Selectmen are open 
to seat people, and set up the — School classmates. More photos on Page 16. Photos by Shelby Macri | to pursuing an agreement to forgive the 
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| Budget articles 
| pass ATM voters 


| By Shelby Macri 


sound,” Huntington Police they should be. 
Chief Robert Garriepy said, “Tam so beyond thankful 




















































| Ninety-nine voters turned out 

to the annual Town Meeting to vote 

; © a warrant that that included a 

Proposition 2 1/2 Override vote to pro- 

| vide funding for municipal expenses 
in the future, 

This article, debated at the July 

25 meeting, includes a levy limit over- 

| tide that increases the amount of prop- 

erty tax revenue a community may 
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Course. You all look great,” 
Those who gave speech- Van Buren said. “We're here 










Buren, Valedictorian Pave] like to take a moment to give 




















CHESTER 


_ Board debates 
~ school property 


| By Peter Spotts 
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| The Board of Selectmen and a 
representative of William Ivey Long 
| Teached a tentative path forward for 
handling the old school building on 10 
Middlefield Road and the $88,000 in 
taxes owed on the Property, which Long 
| purchased from the town in 2004. 
Long, the Property owner, has 
other land in town with about $7,000 
in taxes owed as well. The original pro- 


osal was to turn make a deal with the 
Top photo, Chaya Christine Golas Proudly displays her diploma after receiving it during the Gateway | ise to return 10 Middlefield Road 


















$88,000 for the school property itself in 
SPA Nata | xchange for the school. 













Monday, July 27, 





Members of the Cummington, 
Goshen, and Plainfield Fire 
Departments saved an injured 
individual who fell into the 
Westfield River and suffered 
Severe head trauma on the effort to extricate him requested mutual aid terrain in there. It’s very 


Submitted photo by Sue Labrie 


CUMMINGTON | BOARD, page 3 


Departments combine for river FESCUE | manprorp 


| 
| . 

Tt was shortly after 3. be Part of,” said Plainfield for additional manpower | Audit reveals 
P.m. on Monday, July 27, Fire Chief Dave Alvord. to assist in the extrication | i 3 
when the Cummington Fire “We could have used more from the swimming area to no deficiencies 
By Mary Kronholm 







Department and Highland _ first responders, but worked Route 9. As medical per- | 
Ambulance were dispatched with what we had and, sonnel reached the injured 

to the Westfield River, near hopefully, saved a life.” Person, his condition wors- 
Kings Corner on Route 9, “It was a total team ened and required a heli- 
approximately one mile effort and we can’t say copter extraction. | 
east of Cummington. The enough for our mutual aid “The initial issue that night’s meeting of the Select Board 
Tesponse was for a 50-year- help,” added Cummington we had was we didn’t was the review and acceptance of the 
old male, who had fallen Fire Chief Adam Dragon, have an actual location,” | Management Letter from Scanlon & 
along the river at a popular “They were all excellent. explained Dragon. “One Associates, LLC, the Certified Public 
swimming site and had sus- We couldn’t have done it of the people who found Accountants who performed the town’s 
tained major head trauma without them.” the individual, they sent audit. 

“The injured Party had The location was somebody out to meet us | Both Tom Scanlon and Town 
very dangerous head tau- accessed by a small wood- and guide us in to where Accountant Eric Kinsherf called in to 
ma from a bad fall and land path. Cummington the Person was. It’s rough | comment and answer questions on the 
findings. 












The high point of Monday 









































from a location not easily from both the Goshen and 
accessible was amazing to Plainfield Fire Departments RESCUE, page 13 
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OBITUARY 





Richard Edward Marsh Sr., 70 


Richard Edward Marsh Sr., 70, 
passed away unexpectedly at home on 
Aug. 28, 2020. Richard was born in 
Springfield on April 3, 1950, son to the 
late Edward Marsh and Helen (Caffrey) 
Murdock. 

A hero, a champion, a man of 
compassion, he is loved and liked 
by everyone he’d ever met. From his 
younger years up until now, he was 
a man with many talents and worked 
more jobs than most people normally fit in one life- 
time. Throughout everything he’d done he’d seen 
it all, Vietnam War to COVID-19. The wisdom and 
knowledge he gained during all this time made him 
the go to guy. You could ask him anything and he’d 
always know the right thing to say. He was everything 
to us, and though words cannot express, in trying he 








DEATH NOTICE 





MARSH, SR., RICHARD EDWARD 
Died Aug. 28, 2020 
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EDITOR POSITION 














Award-winning, family-owned Turley Publications, based in 
Palmer, is seeking an energetic person to join them as editor of two 
of its weekly papers. 

The successful candidate will have strong community 
journalism skills and have telling a community's stories in their 
DNA. They must also successfully execute an array of tasks 
including managing a staff writer, copy editing and guiding 
coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news and write 
Stories for the two papers as well as for other companywide 
publications. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community journalism, who 
in fact might consider it a calling, and who has a vision for growing 
and connecting with our valued readers, we encourage you to 
apply for this position. 




















Qualifications should include: 
e Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience 
e — Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents 
e Own camera and photography experience preferred 
e Editing experience and the ability to write clean copy in 
a fast-paced, deadline-driven environment 
e Proficiency in Associated Press style 
e Management experience and/or experience managing 
content for a print publication 












Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be a good fit for 
our editor's position and send it along with a resume 
and three writing samples to 
Managing Editor Eileen Kennedy at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 

















is our rock, our joy, our laughter, our 
heart, our soul and our light. The world 
lost a little of that light and someone 
so great that it will never be the same 
again. For those of you who knew 
him, you know he’d still want us to be 
happy. So, smile and cry or laugh and 
cry, either way, he’d be mad if we were 
only sad. He was Dad. 

Richard is survived by his wife of 
44 years Pamela (Lang) Marsh, chil- 
dren, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, and cousins. He 
will be dearly missed by his friends and all who knew 
him. Sadly, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will 
be no service. 

To express condolences to the family, please visit 
www.westfieldfuneralhome.com for Richard’s memo- 
rial page. 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 





The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 








Town of Russell 
Notice Of Public Hearing 

To be held at 6:00PM at the Planning board meeting at the 
Russell Town Hall on September 14, 2020, 6:00 PM to con- 
sider the petition of Ronald Hess for a kennel license at 655 
Huntington Rd. 

The full petition / text / maps are available for inspection at 
the Russell Town Hall or buy calling 572-4721 to veiw. 
8/27, 9/03/2020 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF WESTHAMPTON 
OFFICE OF THE TREASURER/COLLECTOR 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
NOTICE OF TAX TAKING 
TO THE OWNERS OF THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED 
LAND AND TO ALL OTHERS CONCERNED YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that on September 17, 2020 at 10 
o'clock a.m. at the Collector's Office, City Hall, 1 South 
Rd, Westhampton, MA 01027, pursuant to the provisions 
of General Laws, Chapter 60, Section 53, the following 
described parcel/s of land will BE TAKEN FOR THE interest 
and all incidental expenses and costs to the date of taking, 
unless the same shall have been paid before that date. 
Anne Marie Knox, Collector 


Property Location: 0 KINGS HWY 
Assessed Owner(s): CROUCH, RICHARD CRAIG 


Tax Bill #: 384 Map/Parcel ID: 014.0-0015-0000.0 


A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
approximately 28 square feet of land and being a part of the 
premises recorded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 6724 Page 36 


2018 REAL ESTATE TAXES 2,675.51 
WATER/SEWER LIENS 0.00 
INTEREST 1,031-55 
ADDITIONAL CHARGES 0.00 
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 3,707.06 


Property Location: 21 TOB RD 
Assessed Owner(s) TRUSWELL, WILLIAM & LYNN 


Tax Bill #: 634 Map/Parcel ID: 023.A-0021-0000.0 
2018 REAL ESTATE TAXES 2,333.54 
WATER/SEWER LIENS 0.00 
INTEREST 899.70 
ADDITIONAL CHARGES 0.00 
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 3,233.24 


A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
approximately 17 square feet of land and being a part of the 
premises recorded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 5050 Page 87 


Property Location: 46 LYMAN RD 
Assessed Owner(s): LACOMBE, DANA 


Tax Bill #: 1068 Map/Parcel ID: 034.0-0011-0000.0 
2018 REAL ESTATE TAXES 3,005.24 
WATER/SEWER LIENS 0.00 
INTEREST 91.06 
ADDITIONAL CHARGES 0.00 
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 3,096.30 


A parcel of land with any buildings thereon, containing 
approximately 1 square feet of land and being a part of the 
premises recorded at Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 3908 Page 45 


9/03/2020 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- 
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296- 
4320. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


DOZENS OF HAND MADE ORI- 
ENTAL RUGS. Attic finds, baskets, 
collectibles, bargain prices. 

Sept 5 @ 12 North Main St, Williams- 
burg . Rain date Sunday. Masks Re- 
quired. 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 
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A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 





(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





MAINTENANCE PERSON Town 
of Huntington has an immediate 
opening for a part-time maintenance 
person, approximately 10 hours per 
month. Duties include performing gen- 
eral maintenance/minor repairs and 
responding to emergencies in town 
buildings; and snow shoveling & sand- 
ing at Town Hall & Stanton Hall by 8:00 
a.m. after snowstorms. Knowledge of 
electrical and plumbing helpful. Must 
be dependable and responsive to work 
requests. A complete job description 
and application are available online 
at www.huntingtonma.us, by email- 
ing admin@huntingtonma.us, or by 
calling 413-512-5200. Please send a 
letter of interest and application by mail 
to Huntington Selectboard, P.O. Box 
430, Huntington, MA 01050 or email 
admin@huntingtonma.us. Position is 
open until filled. Town of Huntington is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


THE TOWN OF SANDISFIELD 
HAS THE FOLLOWING OPEN 
POSITIONS: 

¢ Dept. of Public Works — Full Time ~ 
40 hours/week 

e Finance Committee Admin Asst. ~ 10- 
20 hours/month 

¢ Planning Board Admin Asst. ~ 6 - 8 
hours/month 

¢ Conservation Commission Admin 
Asst. ~ 8 - 10 hours/month 

¢ Custodian for Town Buildings ~ 10 - 
12 hours/week 

Job descriptions & employment appli- 
cation can be found on the Town's web- 
site at sandisfieldma.gov or by calling 
413-441-1206 to have one mailed to 
you. If interested in applying, please 
complete application & send to: Town 
Manager, P.O. Box 90, 66 Sandisfield 
Rd., Sandisdfield, MA 01255. Or email 
completed application to: townman- 
ager @ sandisfieldma.gov 

The Town of Sandisfield is an equal op- 
portunity employer dedicated to a pol- 
icy of nondiscrimination employment. 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWww.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$10.00 


Base Price 
$12.00 
Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Base Price 
$10.50 
Base Price 
$12.50 
Base Price 
$14.50 
Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$18.50 


DEADLINES 


Base Price 
$9.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$11.00 $11.50 


Base Price 
$13.50 


Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$15.00 $15.50 
Base Price 
$17.00 


Base Price 
$17.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$19.00 $19.50 


Name: Pron 
Address: ea ee a a a a 
Town: a State: Zips 
Number of Weeks:__ CX «per week rate = S$ = 
Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 

Card# EXD. Date CCV 
Amountofcharge: Date: _— 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 11,900 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 





First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


Includes 
———— additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Addathird ZONE “5.00 


Subtotal 
X Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HELP WANTED 


Holistic Industries 
is one of the 
largest and fastest 
growing private 
cannabis companies 
in the country. 


Check out our list of 
career openings here: 
https://www.holistic 
industries.com/careers 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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14 COTTAGE o EREET 


IN EASTHAMPTON 


_ OPEN DAILY 10AM-8PM 
/ (413) 327-9393 





\ 





4 y EASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY.COM 
<< (MEASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY 
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EDIBLES 


SCAN TO SEE OUR | 


eummmmmmems $BETTERYOURJOURNEY 
ALL YOU NEED IS A VALID 21+ ID! 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older.Keep out of the reach of children. 





This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there 
may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when 
under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. 

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. 

In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 


